This school was public, but not a public school. All might
attend it It was free, though for the benefit of those who strove
after superiority it had a separate department where the
scholars paid two shillings a week, and to this I belonged.
Although we had a common playground and fell over each
other's legs a great social gulf was fixed between the two-
shilling boys and the free boys and we never mixed. The head
master was an estimable man who habitually stood at the door
through which we filed after playtime and at random picked a
boy here and a boy there for a box on the ears that sounded like
a pistol shot To receive one of these unmerited buffets from
the good Dr, Nairn counted on balance as a distinction. We
never bore him malice and thought of him in after years with
mild affection. If boys feel that a master is mean in his sou!
and hates them they loathe him but if their instinct tells them
that he is ultimately a just man they respect him and don't give
a hoot for his canings.

Stands St. Augustine's where it stood? Red brick Gothic in a
grey Georgian world of Avenues and Terraces, that in their
drooping lace curtains and coy aspidistras belie these fair and
verdant names. Gross housewives and pinched servants toiling on
their knees to give a transient whiteness to the sacred front
steps, their behinds turned to the blue sky and the trees* All
else could be ugly and dingy, the house could be dirty without
and dark within, but the front steps had to be white and the
woman who did not laboriously hearthstone them in the morn-
ing was a slattern and the butt for her neighbours* malice*

Is the 'recreation ground' with its sparse grass and tortured
shrubs still there, and the bright yellow cake with gaudy pink
icing, a slab even bigger than a man's hand for a penny?

One day I shall brave Edgware Road, Maida Vale and the
Kilburn High Street and go and see if St. Augustine's, with
other great British institutions, has survived a world war un-
changed. I hardly know what I learned there- The curriculum
was a simple one, meant for boys who were going to become
clerks and shopkeepers and would not need to know very much*
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